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A lrivate of the Line.

The follolving paragrapl:s lvere tn;rit1;en at ttre end of last
r.?ear, sh.orti,y after I had l.eft lhe Ag:y. Consecuently, scnle
rrincr. cletal1s are inaccr:rate, but apart frcn these, I cansider
the situation to be i=reir the sar,le, desl:ite I",{r". Dl:-ff Cooperts
lonn alvai-ted. efforts at reforn, r,';hich were farclcal in the
e:rtreme and or:.ite inefficacjops.

It Lras bo*n l-eft to the nevr i:ii-ni-ster of "riiar io make a
genr-rine effort to j.ntyod:.:Lce reform into th.e li':il-itarlr Hachine,
and althol:gh I consid-er ,,';hat eff o:'t he has nade totalL v in-
adeauate for solving the main probler:s of th"e recr:riting
slrorta,,te, ner,'erthelssi,;, it n:a;t" all eriiate the situ.ation ten'p--,s3-
ari-11-;1 ancl one hol;es that ],ir, i'rore-Tlells?rats F,lan 1s lru.t a
floreru.n:rer of fr:.rth.er measr,rres to secu-re a more acleouate and
efficj-ent Ar::t.T,

t . As an eli-private I clain soiac imol;tedge of y;hat ls required.
Itd atiract the army recr:;,itn and believe f have set clo',.rn in f,hetfollowing the rna6n calr.sres of Cigcontent ano:r.q servinq and pot-
'qgr1,ial soldiers, aird. the rered-ies needed-. o_Surnrner tgt7.

i]fi ,:):yJ it.,4,.)':!; s:'!.1 ::).:)':: :i ) :.; lr*l.itl i.-;ril

The necent t'clr"ivert l:r* tl:e 't.lar Qffice for nrore rec:",:-lts
has been ,.rnsuccessful for the s3-r:ple reason that the Ggvern-
:,r.ent has not lret even sir-gcested renorrlng the principfid4d.et-
crrents to Arn:;.J recrrr-itinn. Tnese in my onlni-cn, are the folloivinq.

]:'iret and foren,ost, i.n.rn:.fflcient palfr connaring u.nfavor:-r-
abl;; with present da1,' stand"ards in civ1l lif'e; lacle of irnprovenrent

.'in general conditi-cns, fi&.n;r of uhj-ch are anachronistic in the
I er{tre..e: and J-ast1.rr, ihe i-inomJ.nrlo1'rs status of the flrantrcertf .

,t
I \ ,','irat encorrrarrement to join the Arrny does the sol-d-ier rs

rfd:,r gire--the *"*""g* -yoilnq clvii ian ? l'"h;r en.l.ist at ]-4/- a lieek,\6ii*tr ir ti i* does incl:rde'rtal-l- for:-nc1ft as rnll-itary L*rrubooks so
gliirly adve:rtise, r,,iben one cam"earn" 17/6 a r,;eek ior doing nothi-ng?
Even after threi, Jlears service the infantrylan is onl-1' receiving
2L/- and ca$ never ea?n slore as a private r;,hatever lenghh of service
he do€s. In a co3'ps, OF es a trad,esllan Or I,i.C.0. lris pa:f ls }lttle
betier, and. niarr'I-age al-lor,.;ances fos' t'vife and chilciren are s!:ock-
ingl',r srnal.i-. At th; leasbr the qot'ern:l;ent shor:.ld retr..r"rn the ftsr-:.tslt

r,,rad.e'in the solctierrs pay some ilears ago. i.:oreoverr &[ lncre:,:ent
in pa;g i.,,ould. atiract a si:-perLor- iype of l-ndirridr,ral, lroth. ph-rrsic-
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al1ri ancl lxental-) rr,
of .'rual iflcations;

thr"rsmallingitlrnneces:1arJlt0]-ol:erthestanc]ard
ttrat the 1,1'ar Offi-ce !s d"oing I't presoilt'

social condLi,tions in the A":'r:"-,r are d-istastefu'l- to ti:e wor:rld"

j"te recn:.it :reca',rsel-r,;hi1st in civil- fi-i'e conclltions have i::lploved'

inreasprabllg A""i"i itr" tasl 
-cent"'iry, 

-.there has not been an eqni'r-
alent im3:rol,e::ient 

'in tire solclierts 1f"ife. Cro'vd'ed' barraclc rooms l.:iih-
or:tanyprivaclrlih::.tsoeverr*'t' *enceofthesrnal-]-estl-irxi:r"rlesthat
nake life amenahle, &il:-ns.'l.fiicient d"iet of cheap food- that is bad--!-1r

cocked anr] served- (tne tr::ste is cotsrequentll' enor:lo';.s ) are the chie f
car.t.sec af dJ-ssr,r.asion. ,q'cco:.*-i:r- to rl-'1-itar;r" clociors aruy fgo{ is !h*
id,eal. dj-et for hard.t,orh:"e fioii;g nien' l:lt.:-t i'+l-re:'e cloes one fincl 

"'ii:oie*
neal bread, froofr- rrl'l-Eo i:iittcr anA e'?l':s-on a riless i:oo:n table ? $one

tj-rnes €piris C.o- "p"*u", 
in*i* age enA q'alitv onf't toq apparent front

tire continental1,rade inark tne:l bea:t-'I Sombholi i Oodt thinl: c1vilian
dieticians r,;1il- &gT€::; iiitir ti.iir l'rbalci associates' i:or-l' u::'Lilce alj-
thls are conditioris 1- ti:-e american Arnlr { as a1l }sho have coli1o lnto
contact with it'orill- lestif;y) lcnoun anonfl soldj-er? oI- other nati-ons
ss *,the Gentl;;*;;;-"Ar;;t;l-A" "pt 

ci-escri[tior: ti:at i'ie ]J;nglish shor:ld'

be pr':-r,ci of -;;;ia" ive an!..,i;r it to or:rr ol,iiri' And' l';hen tire Anerica'n
sol-d-ier is sent over{ieas Jle travels j-n co::i:arat7've comfo:'t in trto-
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on. troopdecles sorne of iuhich are below the uateriine. i\n arm:r mecrical-

officer o1c€ aclgiited. to r:J that the Britlsh- trocpsiiip is ti:e rrvorst

in tl:e r';or1d.. An e:"'aa,r:eration no c1oubt, hnt::ct on€ so very g:{osl:
;;"i;;r 

.o,r""*ffl--i"{ir,ate 
krloii,ledee fron Trevsonal *:t1:er"ience of al-'1

if.* tl;6cp"nfps that p3-;r iretlveen i]lngland" atrd' the j:a$t'

lio3 iocs tl:e prospect cf sj-x yea:'s cor]tirulorr-s so)-d"iering
in rndla appeal to ;lounq rnbn' -""'hei'e dii''crsions are feu and" far be-
fv,re:-:n, It *ig[i 5e r*entlo,."i'ln passir:g tha'r' th"e officer on foreign
service receives hotle lear''e ev€rl/" thrce lr€&FSt

Last, but not least; i:he stalus of the sol<Lier". In c"ir'"il
l".ife he is uiifl 116r'ght of br:.t l-ittle tretien ihan his Crink-sod':len
1l-l iterate ancestor l';ho ravased' E':::'ope in the eiqhtecnth csntiir;"
1':ixcept i:r tirne nf *"", ol coiisse, ubbn he is consid-e::ec1 a very fine
fe1-]ori,, fig:il*inq:fo"-ni" iiin,q ancl ilot:-rr!1:r' As soon as tho r"ar fever
has s.r.bsid.ed", h*ri,ever, ne re'-tert* to -rli: fc:'ner nositlon of i:r'f er-
iori-t;,r. Jlven in" his o'';,'n *pt"*", bi"- flsr:perl-orsrf , th? of ficev class
renard him with a,certain arnour.t of clisclaivr t,en1:ered' ""';ith 

an out-
*arC- d-er,reano,l""-oi"*no"it iLe cor:lstrr. that stock ph.rase of ar:tl con-

\rersation,i Is it an]. uondev' Nhat lH.e inan in li:o -strc:ltrt' -i"'h9-
theoreticalll'-*i a":ri"te, 

-i; 
on errr:'a3'it;" ,.;ith ]:!e. 

Itiil'rh9?!..i? t?:e

;;;;?t,"i;-.,e*1qg+a. fron ,ioining a cont.-,rnlt*rr rrirtch' is sii1l in many

1y8-rr5 a relic o6 *tjie fprrc}l sllsterc'
fts"to.X-t-{

lTeith.er ;"b. il:;'ff cocpe,:: rs rl:retorical spc"eches Nfu"6s-ghor:t

the lenr:th ar.J-trrc*C-tir of the-ccr:.::-itrl' sot the nil-ilero1:S nei'; and
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often h:-Cicrous rvor-rlcl - be insent*,res ad"opted trT'th.e lTar 0fflce
Cr:-ring the last fei,' sonth.s have been succes:rful in hringing-the
required. ni:.:siber of potentj-al soldiers fi"oclcinp;-to th-e recn:.iting
cffices. The se aad other sln:l1ar n:ethod.s, should t?:eir 'be adopied.t
rvll1 not he sr.:r.ccessful. A thoror:,gh re-orqanisatj-on of A::m;r con-
ditlons as outlJ"necl in thls letter j-s necsssarlr. iio ei"clr.se on
financial- nroirnd-s can rre takcn. :[f t?:e Sovern:nent can afford, to
spencl f,i:OcrCflOr0C0 on clea.dl-ie:' ',reapo::s, it can a.t least affor:d- a
si-a],ler s'rln: on'briehteni:l,1 th.e livos of i;l:e nicn l'rho make the defence
cf 'bhe liritlsh Lmpire posfiiirle.

,rclieve r.-.e, i r.;rite r,;ith sincer-'itli a:rd fror: c:lpcrience,
for i &Hr

You-rs v€rlr sincerel-rr,

CLIV]I JACO-=

-fi;t ?rir:"ate of thre Line,

Nov. t936.


