AVRSHTR® FIFTY VY3IARS AGO 1856 - 1906,

Tt is fifty years ago sines as a boy T ran about
tha bhrass, and paidled in tha burn. Meantima the olad
ordar has changed, giving place to nsw. Vhat strikes me
most to-day as T eomae bhack is what some ona has called
"the decay of the leanded intarest”. Two ganarations ago,
whan a man made & fortune in trade, or in his profession,
his one idea was to buy land, to bascoma a leird and set
himself to build, tc plant and to make improvements. To
vouthful esyes the landownar thon apprared, and perhaps he
too often in his own eyes alsco appeared, to ba ri;h and
ineressed with goods and to hava nead of nothing. And
what a pleece of wondar and amazemant was the home-Tarm;
the horses and the ploughmen; the long byres with the
patisnt-looking cows, and ths milking-maias; the shepherd
and his dogs, the hen-wife and her haskets of new-laid
apes, the gamekeapar and the foraster, and the Jjoiner's
shop with its stacks of timber and the freshly-painted cart-
whaals, blue and red, drying in tha sun. There warse the
two bhrothars Jamass and William who worked at the saw-pit =
the cne standing abhove on tha leog, the other down among the
saw~-dust = both splended curlars in ths winter-time, so
much for kansping the muscles of the arm in prime conrndition.
Than there were the haedgers, fathsr and son, old Hugh and

voung "ugh, who did so well in summer with their bees that
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they took all the prizes for honey at the Tlower=shows.
When yellow autumn came circling round what a ragiment of
Jrish reapsers appsared, fach with his hook wrappred up in
straw slung across his back, his what-stone fastened in
his leatharn belt, his "pisce™ in his pocket, and his
dinnsr-can under his arm. Why in harvest=-time the country-
side was & far busisr place than the slespy provineial towm.
Thaere were the boys who madé "bands™ for ths shsaves, tha
young woman who follewed the reapers, and gathaered up the
corn and bound it into sheaves, "the bindesrs" or "bandsters"”
as thsy wers called. Some of thase workers were town-
dwsllars too whose only holiday in tha year was a fort-
night's harvaesting with its oecupation, its sunshine, and
its fresh-air, health-bringing and wealth-bringing.  But
to-day the train whisks me past the old familiar scsanas.
T sometimaes catch a glimpse of one man alcone in a field
driving a "self-binder”, which tosses out thes string-tied
sh2aves ona by one, and but for thae whirr of his reaper,
no voice nor huran sound is heard that world around. Par-
haps for an hour hefore "looseing™ time another man may
stalk through the field and 1ift the prostrate sheavss,
and make them into stooks. The home-farm indeed is a
thing of the past; for the fislds are now all "grass=-
parks”. Ona day the butcher's man comas from tha town,
and takes away "a whaeon of his beasts"™ to bs slaughterad.
Another day he brings & freash lot, not yat "ripa" for
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markating. In these o0ld days the school-childran aven
usad to sarn a littla in vacation-time by chipping the
bark from the cut timber for use in the tannery but that
too is an industry which somehow seems to have faded out
of the district.

Do ye mind o' auld lang syne,

Whan the simmar days ware fine,

And the sun shone brighter far

That it's avar done sinee syne?
T can remembar well, as a child, being kissed by the Monk-
ton Minister who wrote that charming poeam.

Of late T have heard some of ths landless spesk

of the laird, who to boyish ayes saeemed so great, as baing
"hard up"; indeed as if all Ehe 0old lzirds werse now-a-days
inavitably more or lass poor. The last thing that up=-to-
dats succassful man sasm to think of now is to put money
into land. Tn their wisdom they say to themsslves: "llava
not foolish men built houses far larger tharn their pro-
nartias could suprort, sven bhafore the reonts £211 to thair
nresasnt lavel, Anyonae can rant a country mansicn for
1ittls more than asnough to nay ths wages of the out-door
sasrvants nasded to attand to ths gardan and thg grounds”.
"Why, than" says our modern worldly-wiseman, "go on half-
pay, and take 2 per cent for monsy put into land”. The
Limited Liability Acts ware surely axprsssly made to snable
the modern manufactursr to turn his businsss, at a wesk's
notiea, into & readily realizabla asset to bs sold to the
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public at a premiur, when its value is over-sstimated.

“Ye ean buy it bhack again from the publiec at a discount
whan the years of depression arriva. Eut,:iooked at in
any light you choose, the pgsitiqn of therlanchwning
elase is far from anviabla ;ﬁi;éE in the imrediste proximity
of a golf-links or a large and growing city. I remsmbar
whan Prastwick was a little villege of thatched cottages
and hend-lcom weavars, The faw summer visitors, "saut-
watsr folk", wers ragarded as eccentric cranks, who gath-
sred sea-warae or "wrack" as thay called it then, boiled it,
and bathed their fast in it. A Highland eastate, if ths
ownar wishes to ratain for his own use the sporting rights
upon it will yield no haettar return than a picture by Sir
Joshua,“or Sy Rasburn. Many-lardownsrs of courss have
nothing to live on but the rent they gat for the autumn
and they must find a sporting tenant or sell thair pro-
parties, Agriculturgl lsnd is in many, T should say, in
most cases, not worth mores than the valve of tha buildings
actually upon it at this moment, possibly also the cost of
the roads and feances used by the tenant. Thaen again how
faw of thes proparties in Scotland are other than haavily
burdensd with dasbt. The 3ntail Statutes of last century
ware passed to reliesve men of the immedigte difficulty of
thair position, as limited owners, by charging ths lands
pearmanently with the expense of draining, building, and
indeed all so=callasd substantial improvemants. In the
end the statutes have only sunk estates undar heavier
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sneurbrancaes than avar., Mo wonder Mr Gladstone in handing
down tha Yawarden astates to his grandson warned him to
baware of "the fatal facility of borrowing", which had
swamnad many ans-l!“ﬁient inharitance. He had tha true
wisdom to entrsat his successor nevaer to exarcise this
privilege,. Rut what is a poor propristor to do? Rates
and taxes go up hut do they svaer coma down? Tha ownar may
have heavy death-dutiss to start with, a way-going tsnant
to be compensated one ysar, a noew steading to be built
another, rapairs to the Yanse or a naw Church to be built,
“uch axtra expenditure always comes at precisely ths wrong
momant. Many astates could not bhe sold piece-masl if

you tried. Ts the repraesentative of an old family to
sell the whola inharitance, ahd from heing considared
somabody sink to the lavel of being considaerad nobodv.

Any pronosal to duplicats the buildings already upon the
land is a quits impossibla condition to axact from the
axisting ownars. All this time the population of the
country-districts has bean going down, while that of the
manufacturing districts has basen going up. Scotland had
3,062,000 inhabitants in 1861 and forty vears latsr this
had risen to 4,472,000, While the upper classes have baan
losing in position, the working class sesem to have bane-
fited a1l round. Thaey hava higher wagss, and bettar
houses; they ars battar fod and bettar clad. The wor-
ship of the goddass of cheapness snablas them to enjoy
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many things which long ago they only lookec at afar off.
Monay sanoms with thaem much more plantiful. J ecan recall
the lad who undartook for one shilling to lzarn the whole
of the 119th Psalm without a single mistake and did so.
The swsot odour of scone-rmaking saldomer floats through
the open#cottage doors now, and on Saturday aftarnoons the
hakar's van from the town seams always delivaring siekly-

looking white loaves. In tha days of my yvouth thare ware
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bannocks of barlev meal. ™ Tha farmerskseem to ba batter
provided with the anpliances they naeed, and facilitiss for
disposing of their crops ars grasatsr. Fortunes ars not
madas in agricultura to=-day such gs antsrprising men were
able to acquire then. The ninetesn years lsasas waras at
that tiwme looked upon as tha shaat-anchor of ths tanant's
prosnarity. Lattarly the great desire has baen for a
l1sass with a bhrsak svary fivé raars. S0 long as the
attractions of g farming 1ifa ars as sagarly sousht after
as at nrasent, thers will be the liability to covpéte
unduly for farms, and the opportunity to make large pnrofits
hacomas vary rars., Many men ars satisfiad if they can
makas aends ment, and do not look for mora. Thay are fool=
ish in truéting,far too much to the thoroughly unsatis-

;
factory systam of ahatamants in bad sesasons to give them
raliaf. Rut how ecan a hard-pressad landlord give abate-
mants, avan if his sensa of squity maka him desirous of

doing so? Fresh air and fresh sggs and fresh milk for his
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childran, with fraee primary education in a land of sattlaed
govarnment, is what to sore may saam a fortune - it is
about all tha fortuns farmnrs have had of racsnt years.
Zcelasiastically we have travallad a long way in
50 yvaars. The Parish Ministar, like the T.aird, has
suffared from tha fall in tha price of grain. In the
magntime the wealth of tha country has doublsd, and the
relative position of the man sntitlad to the parish stipsend
has altsarad for the worss, aven wharae ha has basn ablas to
gat the Tourt to give him an augmantation of 5 or sven 6
"ohaldars™, In onas of our old aslactions a good deal
turned upon "the Mayvnooth grant" to thaea Roman Matholic
University of Treland. Tt was a subjact sorsly vexing to
many Scottish Praesbytarians. Whan the next slaction cama
round, and thes canvassaers callad to sas about a farmaer's
vota, it was his wife who innbcenfly asked them: "That's
bacoma o' Mr Maynooth noo? Tha puir body's surely no!
dead but we haar nasthing aboot him?" On another occasion
a young man turned up in the parish to hold religious
maatings. e was anxious to introduce modaern hymns - a
thing loeally unknown - and was undarstood to have said
that thay expraessad his own raligious faalings in a way
that nothing elsas did. Two old women wars shaking their
hnrads ovaer this most unhsard of proposal. "He says, Jsan,
his ecase is no in ths Psalms”, "Well, Marget, if his
casn is no in the Psalms, T doubt he has nas case ava".
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That sasma@ to tham to dispose of ths whola matter.

Sevanty vears ago tha laird, just down from London and
Parliamant, wanted soma ona to take a massage into Ayr in
the avening. But not a man was to b: found. wvary ahla-
bodiad parson was away attending a "Non~-intrusion® Meoting.
How many in tha parish to-day could axplain intaelligently
what the burning question of non-intrusion was all about.
And in two generations from now how misarably small will
sanm many of tha acute differancas that sundar many a man
from his neighhour.

On Sundays we attended church and had what was
appropriataly called.a douhla-dict; A lons laetura from
the 0ld Tastamant was followad by an aqually long sarmon
from the Naw. Tach a complate meal in itself, and as a
whola supposad to supply something for all tastas. One
hot day when tha doors weras 13ft open a flock of turkays
camas wandering into church yawp=-yawping only %o bs chiviad
out by the o0ld woman accustomad to foasd them and whom they
had scantad from afar. Anothar day an urgent maessage cama
for the Factor in church. His ssrvant man instsad of
walking bholdly in to daliver the message had, in his
modasty, at ths door divastad himself of his big boots,
and then on hands and kneas crawlasd along the'passage,
hobbing up when opnosite the propsr paw to givea his maessage
and ratiring in the sama manner as ha had antsrad. Tn his

dasirg to avoid notiee he had only addad to the excitament
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of those watehing his antrancas and his axit. 014 John,
ths grave-digger, who showed the Minister in, and sat
throughout the sarmon on thae pulsit steps guarding him

1ika a santinel, had in his youth fought undar Nelson at
Topenhagen and Trafalgar, but by the time T knew him he

was old and baent. On waak days he rakad the gravel on tha
long avanuas lesading to "Tha REig Hoosa". Tt was probably
all thes work hae was then fit for. John had a tempar, and
bharafoot boys nevar passad too nazar to him. At a safe
distanece of fifty yards, knowing tha old man could nd run,
thay would turn and shout contamptuously "Auld Copanhagasn"
as if to hava fought bshind ths wooden walls of 01d Fngland
was soma2thing to be ashamed of. John would turn gs quieckly
as ha could - his old ayaes would flash firs, and his wholsa
attitudes indicated that if he wers oncse again young and
suppla ha would soon put to silsnes all his adversariss.

8 - was naarly sixty vaars after Topanhagsn when our praesent
“ing ias maevisd, 014 John was still to/the Eors, and
his sarvicas wares callad for to load ths two ornamental
cannons in front of ths Taird's house which ware fired in
honour of thas oceasion. 7o one #lse in the neighbourhood
had svasr loaded or fired a cannon. Paace to old John's
ashas. Ah ma! tha most of the friands éf my youth ars

now beneath the grass of the green church-yard.
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